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Computer Lib (1974), Ted Nelson

“It would be a book of liberation. The reader 
and I would be setting the computer free –
and ourselves.”
–Possiplex (2010), page 200

“ETERNAL REVISION 
“There is no Final Word. There can be no final 
version, no last thought. There is always a 
new view, a new idea, a reinterpretation. And 
literature, which we propose to electronify, is 
a system for preserving continuity in the face 
of this fact.”
–Literary Machines (1980), page 2/61



“The only kind of writing I 
want to do is in this new 
genre, the parallel 
xanalogical document. Every 
book I write, smashed into 
paper sequence and 
rectangularity goes against 
what I believe in and what I 
want to create in my life.”

Possiplex, page 286



Ulysses (1922) – James Joyce Finnegans Wake (1939) – James Joyce



Above, genius.com entry

Left, finwake.com



Hypertext as referential system
vs.

hypertext as historical system

Left, Norton Critical Edition of William Wordsworth’s The Prelude

Below, from Ted Nelson’s Literary Machines (1981)
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This course will introduce students to present and potential directions of literature and literary studies which follow 

from or lead developments in computer and network technology. Our reading will cover a range of forms, from 

illustrated poems in the late 18th century and an early 19th century novel to film, interactive texts, games, generative 

poetry, social media, and more. As we go through this material, students will be introduced to a variety of methods of 

reading and analyzing works. We will also consider how literary production responds to our reading and writing 

practices, as well as how both are emerging from our wider digital environments. Accordingly, we will be learning 

about computer-based methods of reading alongside literary experiments in computer-based forms of writing. As we 

shift through a variety of different methods and forms – organized to build on each other – students will need to 

remain actively engaged in the work of the course. Participation, in various forms, will be a part of your grade, and we 

will also work through seven short assignments and two papers.



Required Texts

Northanger Abbey – Jane Austen
Penguin; ISBN: 9780141439792

Her Story – Sam Barlow
Windows, OS X, iOS, Android

Emily is Away – Kyle Seeley
Windows, OS X, Linux

Additionally, there will be shorter readings linked throughout. Some of these will be links 
to browser-based interactive works. 



Learning objectives for CER (“Practice and Respect Critical and Ethical 
Reasoning”):

• Understand some of the ethical principles guiding human behavior as 
concerns computer technology and computer networks.

• Apply ethical reasoning to a variety of situations, including as constructed 
through literary composition or as performed in humanistic inquiry.

• Understand and differentiate ethical, legal, social, and political issues 
which concern contemporary computer-based experiences.

• Understand how literary studies and literary texts can and have engaged 
with such issues.



Learning objectives for STAS (“Explore Interconnectedness”):

• Apply concepts and tools drawn from literary studies in order to 
understand the links between computer technology and 
humanities thinking.

• Synthesize technical information and qualitative information to 
make informed judgments about the reciprocal relationship 
between digital and network technology and literary arts.



Learning Outcomes for B.A. in English:

• Read texts closely with attention to nuances of language, content 
and form.

• Write focused, organized and convincing analytical essays in 
clear, standardized English prose, making use of feedback from 
teachers and peers

• Participate in discussions by listening to others’ perspectives, 
asking productive questions, and articulating ideas with nuance 
and clarity.



Schedule of assignments

Unit I: Visualizing Writing as Process
Week One
1.1: Introduction
1.2: William Blake – Songs of Innocence & of Experience

Week Two
2.1: William Blake – The Marriage of Heaven and Hell
2.2: First Draft of the Revolution & Emily is Away

Assignment: Close Reading, Part 1



Schedule of assignments

Unit II: Reading Jane Austen, Distant and Close
Week Three
3.1: Jane Austen – Northanger Abbey (page 15 – 67)
3.2: Jane Austen – Northanger Abbey (68 – 119)

Week Four
4.1: Jane Austen – Northanger Abbey (123 – 178)
4.2: Jane Austen – Northanger Abbey (179 – 235)

Week Five
5.1: Austen Said (read “Home” and “Background”)

Assignment: Close Reading, Part 2



For class 1.2:

William Blake – Songs of Innocence & 
Songs of Experience:
“The Little Black Boy” (Innocence)
“The Chimney Sweeper” (Innocence)
“Holy Thursday” (Innocence)
“Holy Thursday” (Experience)
“The Chimney Sweeper” (Experience)
“The Sick Rose” (Experience)
“London” (Experience)
“A Divine Image” (Experience)

To be read via text annotation 
website Genius.com



For class 2.1:

William Blake – The Marriage of 
Heaven and Hell

To be read via text digitization 
website Bartleby.com

PLUS Short Assignment #1: Close 
Reading, Part 1



For Thursday, February 6:

Read electronic texts:
Emily Short and Liza Daly – First Draft of the 
Revolution
Kyle Seeley – Emily is Away (download required)



Order a copy of Jane Austen’s Northanger 
Abbey, Penguin edition

First reading due at beginning of Week 3


